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Archaeologists have been excavating waterlogged timber and roundwood  underwater, 
on foreshores and in waterlogged land for over 100 years all  over Europe.  The 
structural remains found have dated from the later prehistoric period to the early 
industrial age and have been analysed from several perspectives to learn more about 
ancient and historic structures, developments in woodworking, the function and status 
of the structures and even aspects of ritual and artistic life. However, the use of the 
waterlogged remains as an archive of the changing nature of early trees, and wooded 
landscapes has not often been studied systematically. Landscape reconstruction has 
often been left to palaeobotanists studying pollen and seeds and the potential of the 
structural remains has been under exploited. 
The archaeological record shows that in many areas trees and woodland have been 
managed in a variety of ways to produce certain desired materials for millennia and that 
particular types of trees and woodlands have changed dramatically or disappeared 
since Mesolithic times. In England  (and elsewhere) some very ancient management 
practices or 'woodmanship' survives, which has helped us to analyse some of the 
changes in trees, and wooded landscapes in the past in detail. These practices are quite 
distinct from modern 'forestry' originating in Germany and Belgium during the last 400 
years or so. The talk will outline a methodical, practical approach to this aspect of the 
study of waterlogged woodwork in straightforward terms, showing how experimental 
archaeology and ethnography can inform the work.  Following that a number of 
examples of studying this aspect of waterlogged woodwork will be presented from 
different periods and branches of archaeology.  It is hoped that the usefulness of this 
line of enquiry into landscapes as partly cultural phenomena will be demonstrated. 
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