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As globalization increasingly homogenizes human cultural practices, the range of
(prelhistoric human-environment interactions becomes increasingly important as
a record of alternatives. The Central Andes offer a reservoir of evidence of the
variability of modes of human-environment interaction: as a result of millennia of
occupation, relatively large prehispanic populations, and the demographic
catastrophe of European contact, extensive anthropogenic landscapes are
preserved in the region. Using examples from my work at Chavin de Huantar and
in the upper Caracha drainage in the Peruvian Andes, | argue that we can use
evidence of past landscape practices to understand the modes of human-
environment interactions in the prehispanic Central Andes. By looking at
changing landscape practices over time we can approach changes in conceptions
of the environment, examining when and whether prehispanic Andean peoples
treated their environments as resources to be exploited or sacred arenas
demanding stewardship. Looking towards the ways in which those changes
correlate with sociopolitical trends in the Central Andes—i.e. from mobile
foragers to sedentary agro-pastoralists and from small-scale egalitarian
communities to the institutionalized hierarchies of states—offers a means of
examining the variability of modes of human-environment interaction.
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