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Extensive interdisciplinary research has been carried out in Central Bosnia in a Bosnian-
German cooperation project since 2002. Although these studies were primarily focused 
on settlement developments during the Late Neolithic period, they also provided 
important knowledge about further modifications of the fascinating cultural landscape of 
Central Bosnia. Today this landscape is characterized by a dichotomy of villages with 
mixed agriculture and urban centers as industrial cores, on the one hand, and regions in 
higher mountain ranges where extensive livestock farming and transhumant 
pastoralism has been practiced until modern times, on the other hand. 

In this lecture, selected aspects of the Bosnian landscape will be discussed. One 
thematic focus is the development of settlement and land use patterns during the 
Neolithic and the Early Chalcolithic. For the first time in the history of Central Bosnia, 
settlement systems with large villages and increased social complexity emerged due to 
demographic growth. These settlements were partly characterized by distinctive 
differences in size. At the end of the Neolithic in a longer process, dispersed settlement 
patterns developed for different reasons. The mostly small settlements exhibited more 
diversified economic patterns and were often located in naturally sheltered places. This 
type of settlement is also characteristic of the Bronze Age and the Iron Age. 

Since the Late Chalcolithic, increasingly elevated marginal agricultural zones of Central 
Bosnia have been settled those primarily were used for livestock breeding and far-
reaching transhumant pastoralism in modern times. In the Late Chalcolithic, there are 
also first indications of the exploitation of copper ores in the Dinaric Alps. Based on 
analysis of settlement patterns as well as on the results of zooarchaeological, 
geomorphological, palaeobotanical and lead isotopic analysis, this development will be 
discussed. An attempt is made to answer the questions which factors could have 
induced the settlement dynamics mentioned before and when started the intensive use 
of high mountain areas for transhumant livestock breading. 
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