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Extreme soil erosion and hydrologic disruption during the historical period of European 
agricultural occupance has been well documented for several regions of the US. Why was 
it so much more severe in the US than in Western Europe, the place of origin of most 
settlers? While choice of crops, agricultural practices, literacy, tenancy and economic 
factors were all contributing factors, differences of hydroclimatology, specifically rainfall 
intensities and amounts, also played a strong role.  
 
 
 

 
Piedmont Erosion 


