
EDITORIAL
Johannes Müller, Graduate School Speaker
It is just a few days ago that we submitted our 
proposal for a Cluster of Excellence within the 
German Excellence Strategy. More than 50 
researchers from the junior to senior level, 
graphic designers, proofreaders and others 
have worked on the ROOTS proposal for sev-
eral months. Now we are looking forward to 
the review process, especially the date when 

we present our ideas to the reviewers in person. Then we will keep our 
fingers crossed until September, when the German Research Founda-
tion announces the funding decision.
Since January, three guest fellows from Moldova and Romania have 
been staying in the Graduate School, deepening their networks with 
colleagues from Kiel and bringing forward research about Cucuteni-
Tripolye culture. Welcome to Kiel, Andreea Țerna, Mariana Vasilache-
Curoșu and Stanislav Țerna!
Planning has started for the joint GSHDL/CRC 1266 Biweekly Colloqui-
um during the summer term 2018. The semester topic is “Settlement 
Patterns and Settlement Agglomeration”, which commences with the 
first talk scheduled for April 9, 4:15 p.m. Speakers names and topics 
will soon be available on the GSHDL website.
I wish you a good start into the upcoming lecture period!

BOARDS SUCCESSFULLY MERGED BY ELECTION

The Graduate School’s executive board has been re-elected. All current 
members are willing to fill their respective posts for another two years. 
During the annual GSHDL/JMA plenary meeting on December 14, their 
candidacy was unanimously approved by the attending GS members. 
As the intention is to merge the GS executive board with the Johanna 
Mestorf Academy’s steering committee, the same persons also stood 
for posts in the JMA committee – and were elected unanimously once 
again. 
The representatives shown in our photo and their posts in the GS ex-
ecutive board are (from left) Ingmar Unkel (deputy representative Plat-
form 1), Oliver Nakoinz (representative Cluster 2), Norbert Nübler (rep-
resentative Platform 3), Johannes Müller (Speaker and coordinator GS, 
director JMA), Walter Dörfler (representative Platform 1), Lutz Käppel 
(representative Cluster 1), Henny Piezonka (representative Junior Pro-
fessors), Jutta Kneisel (deputy Platform 2), Wiebke Kirleis (representa-
tive Platform 2), Almut Nebel (deputy Cluster 3), Mara Weinelt (scien-
tific coordinator and deputy Cluster 2), and Birte Ahrens (teaching). 
Not in the picture are Annette Haug (co-speaker and deputy Cluster 
1), Cheryl Makarewicz (co-speaker and representative Cluster 3), Katja 
Barth (CAU representative), Claus von Carnap-Bornheim (Schloss Got-
torf/ ZBSA and director JMA/ deputy B. Eriksen), Rosalind Gillis (Post-
doc representative), Anna Wierzgon and Clemens von Scheffer (PhD 
representatives). For IPN, there is no representative at the moment.

CERTIFICATES AND CONTACTS

After a decade of successful doctoral education, the Graduate School 
invited its alumni to Kiel in mid-December. GS speaker Johannes Mül-
ler and scientific coordinator Mara Weinelt handed over PhD certifi-
cates to the young researchers, who completed their theses between 
2010 and 2017. Afterwards, the joint GS/CRC Christmas party offered a 
festive frame for meeting old colleagues and making new contacts. At 
present, about 45 doctoral students are working on their PhD projects 
at the Graduate School. 
Our photo shows (from left, back row) Marta dal Corso, Artur Ribeiro, 
Silvia Balatti, Michael Teichmann, Daniela Moser, Ralph Großmann, An-
drea Ricci, Johannes Müller, Mara Weinelt, Martin Hinz, Bettina Schulz 
Paulsson, Philipp Grassel, Ben Krause-Kyora and (front row) Chiara Ma-
tarese, Natalia Toma, Doris Jansen, Julia Menne and Maren Biederbick.

VISITING SCHOLARS FROM SOUTHEAST EUROPE

Andreea Țerna, Mariana Vasilache-Curoșu and Stanislav Țerna (pic-
tured from left) have joined the Graduate School as guest scientists for 
a three-month stay in Kiel. Their research focusses on different aspects 
of the Cucuteni-Tripolye culture. Mariana, Andreea and Stanislav are 
members of the joint research team of Kiel University and the Roma-
no-Germanic Commission Frankfurt/ Main (RGK) at the mega-site of 
Stolniceni (Republic of Moldova).
Mariana Vasilache-Curoșu is a researcher at the National Museum of 
History of Moldova in Chișinău and a PhD student at the State Univer-
sity of Moldova. She deals with the Middle Copper Age settlements 
from the Prut-Dniester interfluve (Cucuteni A – Tripolye B1 stage). 
Mariana is currently conducting research on Copper Age earthworks of 
the Cucuteni-Tripolye culture.
Andreea Țerna is a researcher at the Botoșani County Museum (Ro-
mania). She obtained her PhD degree in archaeology at the University 
of Iași (Romania) investigating bone and antler implements from Early 

newsletter  1
 |

 2
01

8
W

in
te

r

GRADUATE SCHOOL AT KIEL UNIVERSITY



Copper Age sites of the Precucuteni – Tripolye A stage. Andreea studies 
the hard osseous artifacts from the excavations at Stolniceni. She car-
ries out field investigations at Copper Age settlements in North-Eastern 
Romania.
Stanislav Țerna is a researcher at the University “High Anthropologi-
cal School” (Chișinău, Republic of Moldova) and a PhD student at the 
Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow, 
Russian Federation). He deals with the anthropomorphic figurines of 
the Cucuteni-Tripolye culture and conducts field investigations at Neo-
lithic and Copper Age sites in the Republic of Moldova. He is a project 
partner of Kiel University and the RGK for the excavations of the mega-
site at Stolniceni. 
Mariana, Andreea and Stanislav will be working in Kiel until the end of 
March in the GS building, Leibnizstraße 3, Room 225.

GSHDL ALUMNI (XVI):  NATALIA TOMA
Many PhD students of the Graduate School have been awarded their 
doctorates by now and successfully fill positions in diverse academic 
fields across Europe and beyond. We keep in touch with them and 
trace their next steps after they leave the Graduate School with a 
fresh PhD in their hands. Where have they gone after their PhDs, and 
what are they doing there?
Natalia Toma specializes in provenance determination of marble used 
in antiquity. Her dissertation at the Graduate School Human Devel-
opment in Landscapes, which she completed in April 2015, already 
pointed in this direction (title: “Marble and Monumentality. The Mar-
ble Trade and its Consequences on the Imperial Building Industry and 
on the Appearance of the Roman Cities during 1st – 3rd Century AD”). 
“The time in Kiel was essential for my professional development, 
because there I was given the opportunity to gain experience in in-
terdisciplinary scientific work”, says Natalia. “I largely owe my broad 
knowledge of archaeometry to the concept of the GS, which closely 
links disciplines such as classical archaeology and material analysis. 
Furthermore, thanks to GS funding, I could attend many conferences 
and even organize one by myself – I still profit from the network that 
these events yielded”.

In 2016, Natalia’s dissertation was awarded twice: she received the 
Philippika Prize of the Harrassowitz Publishing House as well as the 
Wülfing Fellowship of the German Archaeological Institute (DAI) for a 
four-month traveling experience to expand her archaeological knowl-
edge of the Mediterranean and the Near East. Currently, she is em-
ployed at the DAI’s Natural Sciences Department in Berlin, conduct-
ing a self-initiated interdisciplinary project about the ancient building 
economy in the Meander Valley (Miletus, Turkey). It includes a broad 
range of tasks, from scientific analyses to project management. “I real-
ly like this varied research work a lot, but sometimes it is very challeng-

ing to reconcile my scientific career with my role as a mother”, Natalia 
argues: “In my opinion, a career in archaeology can only be combined 
with a family if the respective researcher holds a permanent or at least 
a longer fixed-term position”.

STAFF & PERSONAL NEWS
Doctoral student Tobias Danborg Torfing successfully passed his dis-
putation on “Northern Networks - An analysis of three Neolithic Enclo-
sures from the Jutland peninsula” on January 15.
Associated doctoral student Svetlana Khamnueva successfully passed 
her disputation on “Landscape development and soil transformation in 
the former Viking settlement Hedeby” on December 7, 2017.
Principal Investigator Cheryl Makarewicz (Institute of Pre- and Proto-
historic Archaeology) has been awarded a Consolidator Grant from the 
European Research Council (ERC). The funding amounts to two million 
Euros over a five-year period. Her project “From herds to empire: Bio-
molecular and zooarchaeological investigations of mobile pastoralism 
in the ancient Eurasian steppe” (ASIAPAST) starts in spring 2018.
Principal Investigator Almut Nebel (Institute of Clinical Molecular Biol-
ogy) received the Dorothea Erxleben female investigator award from 
the Cluster of Excellence “Inflammation at Interfaces”. She applied for 
the prize, which is endowed with 100.000 Euro research funding, with 
an innovative project to analyse the DNA of people from the Neolithic 
period in order to gain evolutionary-biological insights into inflamma-
tory diseases. The award is named after Dorothea Erxleben, who in 
1754 was the first woman in Germany to obtain a doctorate in the field 
of medicine.
GS alumna Silvia Balatti has been awarded the “World Award for Book 
of the Year of Islamic Republic of Iran” for her PhD thesis “Mountain 
Peoples in the Ancient Near East: The Case of the Zagros in the First 
Millennium BCE”. The Iranian Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance established the annual award in 1993, aiming at selecting and 
introducing worthwhile international books to honour their authors, 
editors, and translators for elevating general knowledge and cultural 
awareness as well as developing public scholarship/ readership con-
cerning Islamic and Iranian written heritage.
GS alumnus Daniel Zwick was appointed to the research staff at the 
State Archaeological Department Schleswig-Holstein (ALSH) for the 
Interreg-funded “BalticRIM” project (Baltic Sea Region Integrated Mar-
itime Cultural Heritage Management), which has the goal to integrate 
the underwater cultural heritage in maritime spatial planning in the 
Baltic Sea region. Almost all Baltic Sea littoral states are represented in 
this project, including Russia as the only non-EU state. Several trans-
national cooperation pilot cases are envisaged in an effort to establish 
a common standard. Through this initiative, underwater sites can be 
better protected in the future while synergies with other stakeholders 
(e.g. nature protection and tourism) can be created.
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SELECTED EVENTS  
(COMPLETE CALENDAR: WWW.GSHDL.UNI-KIEL.DE/CALENDAR)

Venue for Biweekly Colloquia:  Leibnizstraße 1, Room 204

MARCH
March 8-10 – International Workshop “Gender transformations in pre-
historic and archaic societies” – organized by the CRC 1266 “Scales of 
Transformation” – Olshausenstr. 75, Hans-Heinrich-Driftmann-Hörsaal

APRIL
Monday, April 9, 4:15 p.m. – Biweekly Colloquium – semester topic:  
“Settlement Patterns and Settlement Agglomeration” – speaker and 
topic to be announced soon

GS alumna Natalia Toma-Kansteiner in the ancient marble quarry of Karystos, 
Euboea (Greece). Photo: private


